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Although it is not new, the
proposal of Senator McCarthy
of Minnesota for a special Sen-
ate committee to investigate the
Central Intelligence Agency has

- more urgency than ever.

McCarthy plans to introduce
a resolution next year to estab-

eport to Congress

[ early in 1967. There has never
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_sorts of subversive

been a formal legislative check

on CIA activities, as MecCarthy

noted, and so “it has not been
possible to determine the valid-
ity -of criticisms or to prevent

‘distortions or to dispel rumors.”

The Minnesota senator cited
gerious questions” about the

“

- agency’s operations in the Do-

minican Republic, Viet Nam,
Cuba and other world tension

-8pots. The ‘¢riticism is that the

CIA goes much farther than
mcrely gathering and evaluat.
ing intelligence, its statutory
burpose, and engages in - all
activities,
functioning in a free-wheeling

- Tashion and spending millions

to achieve aims not always con-
sistent with U.S. policy.

In a Senate speech several
weeks ago Senator  Young of
Ohio charged that the CIA has

been making foreipn policy and
(14

i« has gladually taken on the
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character of an mvxs1b1e govern-/:

ment.” He also advocated a mon= |

Morse and Gruening have taken
similar positions. In 1956 Sen-
ator Mansfield introduced a bill
for a watchdog committee, but

.it was defeated 59 to 27.’

~itoring committee. Seriators |
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It is disturbing, of. course, .-
that the CIA should be laying |
itself open to such Senate§
charges, but it is perhaps’ even

more disturbing that so many !

examples of its bungling leak
out—as in the Bay of Pigs, the
U-2 incident and the botched at-
tempt in Singapore in 1961 to,
buy secrets on Communist -
China, for which Semetary
Rusk had to apologize.

The last three administra- "

tions have resisted: conglessmn-'
al efforts to examine the CIA,
plefelung review by a cwxh'm
panel appointed hy the Presi-
dent. But this is not satisfac-
tory to the public. The elected :

-Tepresentatives of the people

ought to know more about this .

secret agency that spends a hids

dollars a year.
not want congressional review,'
of course, but its own suspecte\d
or known activities are now

. )
den sum estinmated at a billion !
The CIA does
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such as to make this mandatory. k

Senator McCar thy's resolutioy
should receive s’txong suppor 1
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